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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Tuesday, 17th July, 2018 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors Jean Battle, 

Tony Dobson, Stewart Eaves and June Harrison 
 

Apologies Joyce Plummer and Dave Parkins 

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Plummer and Parkins. 
 

2 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 12th March 2018 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 12th March 
2018 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Members of the Panel requested a progress report on CCTV cameras and referred to the 
poor and deteriorating condition of the Hargreaves Warehouse, Church and requested that 
a report on the issue was submitted to the next meeting of the Panel. 
 
Agreed (1) That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record; and 
  (2) That a progress report on the management of 

Hargreaves Warehouse, Church be submitted to the 
next meeting the Regeneration and Housing Panel. 

 
 

4 Housing and Environmental Standards 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to land and buildings that are 
detrimental to the amenity of the area during the 2 month period from 1st May to 30th June 
2018.  He reported that there had been 40 sites where the amenity had been restored 
through the use of interventions.   
 
Councillor Eaves reported on the difficulties for one resident at 3 Monarch Street in respect 
of the sale of his property and a communal back yard.  He asked if the Council were able to 
help resolve matters.  
 
The Environmental Protection Manager advised on the difficulties of dealing with communal 
back yards but reported that the Council would prosecute those responsible should they not 
comply with required interventions. 
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
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5 Selective Landlord Licensing 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager and the Private Rented Sector Manager submitted 
a report to provide an update on Selective Licensing.  The Environmental Protection 
Manager reported that this was a newly designated licensing scheme which included a 
number of areas such as West Accrington, Church, Spring Hill, Peel and the town centre.  
He referred to paragraph 3.7 of the report to provide the Council’s position as at 9th July 
2018.  Members were informed that there had been an increase in the number of 
applications submitted for licences in comparison to the previous designated selective 
licensing area.  The meeting was also informed that the priority was to appoint an Officer to 
provide administration including processing applications.   
 
Councillor Dobson requested and was provided with an outline of the process of dealing 
with applications for licences.    
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 
 

6 Town Centre and Markets 
 
The Business & Marketing Co-ordinator submitted a report to update the Panel on activity in 
the town centre.  She reported on the following issues: 
 

 Town Square Events Programme - that a tendering exercise had been held to 
appoint a number of event providers to run events on the new Town Square for a 12 
month period.  

 Official Opening of the Town Square - a marketing campaign would be organised on 
social media for the promotion of the opening of the town square.  She also reported 
that a programme of events would be created to coincide with the opening of the 
Square.    

 Accrington Town Team – work was currently taking place on the Town Team’s 
objective and to identify ideas for project work.   

 Visit Accrington Website – to develop a website under the banner of Visit 
Lancashire. 

 Market Research – information was provided on the type of market research that 
she intended to carry out in order to form a strategy for the town centre.    

 Broadway Vehicular Access – consideration was being given to imposing new 
criteria for the use of vehicles on Broadway and for it to be monitored by Traffic 
Wardens.   

 CCTV Upgrades – 21 existing cameras were being upgraded to HD cameras before 
the end of July. 
 

 THI Update – the Business & Marketing Co-ordinator updated Members on the 
public realm works nearing to completion and pointed out that Traffic Regulation 
Orders would restrict loading times for vehicles.  Councillor Dobson pointed out that 
the times operated by Enforcement Officers did not match the times of restriction for 
loading and unloading.  Members were informed that there would be a reliance on 
members of the public to adhere to the Regulations and the penalisation of those 
caught would also act as a deterrent.   
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Councillor Battle expressed concern about the increased risk to disabled people 
using shared space with vehicles.  Members were informed that there were raised 
surface areas at access points which would provide guidance for people with sight 
disabilities.   

 

 Markets Update – a Working Group had been established to develop a vision and 
strategic direction for the Market.   
 

Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

7 Syrian Refugees 
 
The Housing Strategy & Policy Manager submitted a report to brief the Panel about the 
Syrian Refugee households arriving in Hyndburn in July 2018.  The Head of Regeneration 
and Housing reported that ten families had arrived in Hyndburn and been resettled in new 
homes.  He pointed out that all families had been rehoused in Onward Homes properties 
and were supported by Calico and the voluntary sector.   
 
 Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

8 Housing Growth 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to update the Panel on progress 
with new housing developments across the Borough.  He pointed out that masterplanning 
for the Huncoat development had begun and gave details of the stages of the process 
including consultation with local residents.  He also indicated that discussions were 
currently being held with the Planning Department in respect of the former Accrington 
Police Station and Magistrates Courts.  He informed Members that a planning application 
had been submitted in respect of land on Thwaites Road, Oswaldtwistle and outlined details 
for a further four significant developments which were underway. 
 
Councillor Battle referred to a development on Newton Drive which had ceased because 
the Developers had gone into administration.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing 
reported that the properties had been taken off the market by the Administrators for the time 
being but that they intended to place them back on the market as soon as they could.   
 
Councillor Battle referred to the Church adjacent to Accrington Conservative Club and 
asked if any further progress had been made to develop it.  Councillor Dobson referred to 
the problems of empty properties and asked if the Council could use Byelaws or other 
powers to force owners to take action to prevent properties being allowed to deteriorate.  
The Head of Regeneration and Housing informed the Panel that a response on this matter 
would be brought to the next meeting. 
 
Resolved (1)  That the report be noted; and 
                                        (2)  That a report be submitted to the next meeting of  the 

Regeneration and Housing Panel in relation to Council 
strategy for dealing with owners who purposely allow 
properties to remain empty as a long term strategy.  

 
 
 

9 Urgent Business 
 

10 The Time and Date of Future Meetings: 
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Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


